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The North Port Florida Advantage 
The City of North Port is located on Florida’s Gulf Coast midway between Tampa and Naples 

Through a combination of good planning and fortuitous circumstances; North Port has found itself in a very favorable position to develop its economy for the benefit of growing companies. Only ten per cent of the City’s land base is currently occupied although the city has doubled in population in the past ten years. A number of new industrial and commercial parks, including a GTE Smart Park, have been constructed over the past five years offering costs that are competitive with any in the region. (a region which itself is known for low costs). 

Become one of the many new companies realizing the benefits of relocating to North Port, Florida! 
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Why North Port? 
As a result of a number of forward thinking decisions made over the past five years, North Port has established itself as an efficient cost-effective business location. Among North Port’s advantages: 

· Two exits on I-75 with business and industrial parks located with ½ mile of the Interstate 

· A growing population, currently increasing by 10% per year 

· The youngest workforce in southwest Florida, a median age of 40 years 

· Convenient access to three major commercial airports (Sarasota-Bradenton, Ft. Myers and Tampa) as well as a general aviation airport located within 5 miles of city limits 

· The University of South Florida and Manatee Community College, a pioneer in the area of workforce development are located on the city’s west boundary .The new $ 55 million North Port High School was completed in 2001 (the first high school completed in Sarasota County in the past 45 years). The North Port Middle School was completed in the fall of 2003. The Sarasota County School Board has plans to construct a new school in North Port approximately every two years until at least 2015. 

· Housing prices considerably lower than most in the region, ensuring a growing population and workforce 

· Impact fees and taxes lower than most areas in the region 

· The Florida advantage of low taxes and low costs 

[image: image4.jpg]




Share Our Success! 
The City of North Port is ready to work with you to help make your company successful in our city. 


	City of North Port Demographics
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Geography
The City of North Port occupies 103 square miles of southeast Sarasota County midway between the cities of Sarasota and Fort Myers, near the Gulf of Mexico. North Port is one of the largest Florida cities in land area but is only 10 percent populated - plenty of room for growth!

Climate
Although, North Port is inland, our weather is influenced by the Gulf of Mexico. The average annual temperature of 76 degrees makes year-round living a pleasure, and the City is host to many seasonal residents as well.

Transportation
North Port encompasses fourteen miles of Interstate I-75 within its boundaries. It has two international airports within 45 minutes making, the City accessible to most major markets.

Population
Since 1980, North Port's population has grown 120%, making it one of the fastest growing cities in Florida and insuring businesses plenty of workers and consumers, now and in the future. The following is the history of population growth in North Port:

YEAR       POPULATION
1960           178 (US Census)
1970           2,244 (US Census)
1980           6,205 (US Census)
1990          11,973*
1993          13,591*
1994          14,282*
1995          15,161*
1996          15,905*
1997          16,708*
1998          17,672*
1999          18,749*
2000          22,797 (US Census)
2001          25,234*
2002          27,448*
2003          31,352*
2004          35,721*
2005          40,100

*Estimates provided by the University of Florida Bureau of Economic and Business Research (BEBR)

NOTE:  The figures above represent the City's estimated residential population.  Seasonal population can represent up to 30% increase over resident population numbers.

Environment
North Port has an unspoiled natural environment where wildlife flourish among 95 miles of freshwater canals.  North Port is also the only city in Florida that contains a state forest (Myakka State Forest) within its corporate boundaries.

Recreation
North Port offers a multitude of recreational opportunities such as golfing, fishing, horseback riding and canoeing.

Utilities
North Port owns its water and wastewater utilities, providing reliable, low-cost services.

Education
North Port is served by a top-notch public school system, a community college less than 5 miles away and three four-year institutions with a 60-mile radius.

Taxes and Fees
North Port offers some of the lowest development fees in the state and some of the lowest property taxes in the Southwest Florida region.

Employment
Over the years North Port has consistently had a healthy and growing economy with the unemployment rate remaining below 5% annually.

Construction
Residential building permits increased from an average 30 per month in 1993 to 36 per month in 1994, a 20% increase and a sure sign of continued growth and prosperity.

Government
North Port is a fiscally conservative city dedicated to providing excellent services at a low cost.

Demographics
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Median  Age:
1990- 48.70

2000- 40.80 

2005 - 38 (est.)

 Median Age Comparisons 
 

1990

2000

+\-
North Port FL
48.70
40.80
- 7.9 yrs
Englewood FL

64.00


63.00



- 1.0 yrs.
Venice FL

67.30


68.80


+ 1.5 yrs.
Sarasota County
49.00

50.00


+1.5 yrs.
Charlotte County
53.00

54.00


+ .7 yrs.
North <Port>’s population has grown very rapidly since the beginning of the 1990’s.  Its population exploded from 12,725 in 1990 to an estimated 49,706 residents by November of 2004 (Privately Commissioned Study)*.  That is a total growth rate of 250% over the last 14 years, or an average rate of 17.9% per year
 

North Port Population Growth: 
 

From 1990-2000: 90.40% 
From 2000-2004: 62% 
Current 2004 Population: 41,000
  Source: BEBR, October 2005
<<North> <Port>> is expected to keep up a steady rate of growth for the foreseeable future. The  large scale residential developments planned at Woodlands (I-75 and <<Toledo Blade Blvd.>>) and Thomas Ranch (<<River Road>> and US 41) alone will more than triple the city’s present population.  It is estimated that <North> <Port>’s population will exceed the population of the City of <<Sarasota>> by 2006.  .

 

Average Household Size: 
 

2.3people   
Population Projections
 2002004

2005

55,000
2010
100,000
2015
150,000
2020
200,000
Source: City of North Port, based on Building Permits Issued and Projected  
City Of North Port, Building Permits Issued
1991 
236

  
1998
703
1993

354
  
1999 
819

1994 
442

  
2000 
1021
1995 
406
  
2002 
1405
1996   
369
  
2004 
2815
19961  

369 

  

2005
4100
  Source: City of North Port 

 

Age Distribution
(2004 estimate)
 
under 5
2425
6.20%
5 to 9
2777
7.10%
10 to 14
2621
6.70%
15 to 19
1917
4.90%
20 to 24
1486
3.80%
25 to 34
4772
12.20%
35 to 44
5672
14.50%
45 to 54
4303
11%
55 to 59
1956
5%
60 to 64
2034
5.20%
65 to 74
4733
12.10%
75 to 84
3520
9%
85 +
900
2.30%
 
39116
100.00%
Source:  The percentage breakdown is from the 2000 United States Census

 

 

Population Composition
(2004 - est.)
RACE
 
 
 
White
 
36260
92.70%
African American
1643
4.20%
Native American
 
78
0.20%
Asian
 
196
0.50%
Other <Pac.> Islander
>15
-
Other
 
274
0.70%
Two or More Races
665
1.70%
TOTAL
 
39116
100.00%
 
 
 
 
Hispanic or Latino (any race)
1271
3.25%
Source:  Percentages from the 2000 <<United States>> Census.
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Infrastructure

[image: image10.png]




 Home

[image: image12.jpg]



The City of North Port is a new city, incorporated in 1959.  The City updated its Comprehensive Plan in 1997 and established a goal to diversify the City’s tax base with nonresidential land uses.  We are now close to achieving a healthy balance between commercial, residential and industrial land. North Port encompasses an enormous landmass, of which only 10% is currently occupied. With proposed annexations, North Port will be the third largest city by area in Florida. 

North Port’s land use plan is based on a number of commercial and industrial activity centers spread throughout the city: 
  •  The first activity center is located along the US-41 corridor, which is the original commercial area for the City.  This area continues to develop with national chains built in the Mediterranean style.  The area contains approximately two hundred and fifty acres of vacant land awaiting development. 
  •  The activity center at the intersection of Sumter and Price Boulevards is planned to be the new center of the City with government buildings (new City Hall, post office planned), medical center, professional offices, and retail.  The activity center contains a new Publix Shopping Center, City Activity Building, and a Fire Administration building. 
  •  The recently completed North Port High School and North Port Middle School, the Heron Creek Country Club, and a planned City Hall and Police Stations are adjacent to this activity center.  These uses and the activity center uses take advantage of easy access to I-75 to the north, US-41 to the south and Price Blvd. that bisects the City providing east/west access. 
  •  The activity center at the Interchange of I-75 and Sumter Blvd. provides approximately 200 acres for highway oriented, high tech companies, as well as the typical interchange type of development. 
 •   The activity center located at I-75 and Toledo Blade Blvd. contains approximately 1,400 acres.  This large area is available for distribution, interchange businesses, high tech manufacturing, etc. 
  •  The intersection of Toledo Blade Blvd and Price Blvd is the last activity center.  This area is available for high-tech manufacturing, retail, office, and multifamily developments.  The area continues to grow with the recent opening of King Plastics , submittal of plans for two shopping centers, and a major proposed medical campus. 
To provide additional land area for economic development, the City continues to annex undeveloped tracts. The City recently completed a 9,000-acre annexation in the north-east quadrant of North port and has completed a further 5000 acre site on the City's western edge. This new land area will be planned for a mixture of residential, commercial, employment and commercial.
Cost of Doing Business
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The cost of doing business in North Port is one of the most reasonable in Florida. Its impact fees, land costs, and utilities are all among the lowest in the region. Added to this is the intangible benefit of a business friendly and responsive City Hall.
CONSTRUCTION COSTS 
FOR 25,000 SQ. FT. BUILDING 
Usage Calculated for 20,000-25,000 sq. ft. Building 
Industrial Engineering (R&D) Building- Average Class C:            $1,056,560 
Computer Data Center- Average Class A:                                    $2,582,160 
Office Building – Good Class A:   




$3,049,440
Education
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A good part of the explanation of the quality of North Port’s workforce is the variety and quality of educational offerings. Our public school system is ranked best among Florida’s 67 counties, with Sarasota County students ranking first in Florida in both mathematics and reading comprehension.. An example of the importance put on education in North Port is the new $55 million North Port High School (completed in 2001) and the new Middle School (completed in 2003). The Sarasota County School Board plans to build a new school in North Port every two years for the foreseeable future, with Cranberry Elementary being the first to be constructed in 2004.

  

At the current time North Port contains three elementary schools, Glennallen Elementary and Toledo Blade Elementary and Cranberry (constructed 2004). 

  
Post-Secondary education and training offerings are extensive: 
    
University of South Florida/Sarasota 
 

The University of South Florida opened its South Sarasota County Campus , located on the western border of North Port, in January 2004. 1500 students are expected to study there by 2009. In addition USF has a further campus in the City of Sarasota (45 minutes from North Port) and at its main campus in Tampa (90 minutes from North Port). 
Specializations: 
  
• Arts and Sciences 

• Business 

• Education 

• Engineering 

• Nursing   

 

Manatee Community College/ Venice 

 

MCC confers technical certificates and Associate degrees in more than twenty disciplines. The Venice campus is located five minutes west of the North Port on US 41. 
 

The college specializes in:
 

• Health Sciences
• Behavioral Science 
• Technology and Business
  
  
Florida Gulf Coast University/ Ft.Myers 

 

Florida Gulf Coast University located 45 miles south of North Port, issues Associate, Baccalaureate, and Master's degrees. 
  
Areas of specialization are: 
  
• Business 

• Arts and Science 

• Health Professions 

  
  
Florida State University
 
Florida State University issues Baccalaureate, Master’s, and Doctorate degrees: 
Areas of specialization at FSU are: 
• Arts & Science 
• Business 
• Education 
• Law 
• Social Science 
 

 

University of Florida 
 

The University of Florida issues Baccalaureate, Masters, and Doctorate degrees.

  
Major Studies at the University of Florida are: 
  
• Business 

• Education 

• Liberal Arts & Science 

• Agricultural and Life Sciences 



	General Information 

Incorporated in June 1959, North Port had 87,000 residentially platted lots, and 200-plus acres available for commercial development in their 76 square miles. Recent voluntarily annexed parcels raise our acreage to nearly 103 square miles, offering significantly more space for further residential and commercial development. The population today is just over 34,000. Population is expected to reach 56,287 by 2010, just a few short years away. North Port's median age has dropped from 48.7 to 40.8 in ten years, due in large part to our excellent school system.
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	The semi-tropical climate and nearly perfect weather conditions lend themselves well to North Port's comfortable leisurely style of living. Vegetation abounds and even novice gardeners maintain beautiful lawns and flower gardens. The area's many canals and lakes are sources of pleasure for fishermen and boaters. 


